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During a study of helminths of seabirds at Palmer Station, Antarctica, numerous cestodes were found in 4 of 5 American sheathbills, Chionis alba (Gmelin), in December 1981 and January 1982 (Hoberg, 1983) . Some of these cestodes represented a previously unrecognized genus of Dilepidinae which is characterized in the present paper.
In Some of these specimens of L. australis and L. mawsoni were reexamined during the present study. The conspecific identity of cestodes from Palmer and L. australis from other localities was confirmed by a comparison with known specimens. Additionally, it was found that both species had been mistakenly assigned to Lateriporus in their original descriptions. These species are here referred to Reticulotaenia n. gen. and R. australis is redescribed based on specimens from Palmer, Antarctica. The degree of infraspecific variation in some morphological characters in isolated populations of R. australis from Palmer (Antarctic Peninsula), South Georgia and the South Orkney Islands is evaluated.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Sheathbills were collected on Cormorant Island, adjacent to Palmer Station, and necropsied immediately. Living cestodes were allowed to relax in saline prior to fixation in boiling 10% formalin. Helminths were stained in Semichon's acetic carmine and prepared as whole mounts. In some cases rostellar hooks were mounted separately to ensure accurate determination of their size and form. Eggs and oncospheres were examined from both formalin-fixed and mounted specimens. The following redescription is based on 30 specimens mounted entire. In the redescription, all measurements are expressed as length vs. width in micrometers unless stated otherwise; ranges of measurements are followed by mean values in parentheses and 
II Specimens from C. minor collected by T. H. Johnston but not included in the type series.
? Rostellar hooks were found to be 44-52 ,um (49) (n = 10) in a reexamination of some specimens of R. australis from Signy Island.
() Denotes mean values for some measurements.
(n =) Denotes the sample sizes for some measurements.
was used in preparing the description. Among the material examined for this study, the reticulate structure of the ovary and uterus was evident, thus establishing the congeneric status with R. australis. Although similar to those described by Prudhoe (1969), these specimens differed in several characters (Table I) . These cestodes were notably smaller and possessed fewer proglottids when gravid than those included in the type series. The ovary was also considerably smaller, but this could be an allometric relationship. There was little variation in such diagnostic characters as the size of rostellar hooks, cirrus sac and number of testes. The 2 nominal taxa are morphologically very similar (Table I) , but can be distinguished by several characters. The rostellar hooks of R. mawsoni are indistinguishable from those of R. australis (Table I; Fig. 11 ). Prudhoe (1969) differentiated these 2 species by the number and distribution of testes. The latter character is apparently of no importance. The range in numbers of testes completely overlaps between the 2 species (particularly when R. australis from Palmer is compared with R. mawsoni), but the mean number is considerably different; x = 37 at Palmer, x = 42 at South Georgia, and c = 24 for R. mawsoni. The vitelline gland, seminal receptacle, and ovary are notably smaller in specimens of R. mawsoni. In addition the vitelline gland is compact in specimens referred to R. mawsoni while it is transversely elongate in R. australis.
DISCUSSION

Systematics
Reticulotaenia n. gen. is distinguished from all known genera of Dilepidinae possessing unilateral genital pores by a small number of rostellar hooks distributed in a single row, a vagina that distally has a prominent muscular sphincter, a reticulate and transversely lobate ovary, a reticulate uterus, and eggs with polar filaments. It appears to be most similar to Dilepis Weinland, 1858, and Lateriporus Fuhrmann, 1907. In contrast to Reticulotaenia, Dilepis is characterized by 2 rows of rostellar hooks, genital ducts dorsal to the osmoregulatory canals, an ovary that is highly lobate and never reticulate, a vagina without muscular modification, and a reticulate uterus (according to Spasskaia and Spasskii [1971, 1977] 
Infraspecific variation
Cestodes representing populations of R. australis from the 3 localities are compared in Table  I . Specimens from both Palmer and South Georgia differed in some morphological details from cestodes collected at the type locality. This suggests some degree of geographic variation exists, possibly indicative that endemic populations of R. australis might be restricted to specific geographic regions. Substantial variation was noted in the length and form of the rostellar hooks, numbers of testes, and dimensions of the cirrus sac, vitelline gland and seminal receptacle.
Rostellar hooks: The length of the rostellar hooks was highly variable. Hooks from specimens at Palmer and Signy Island exhibited a similar range in size and form (Table I; Figs. 8,  9 ). Specimens with either small or large hooks were represented at both localities. The former cestodes appeared to be distinct from the more typical, large-hooked forms. However, this difference was not correlated with any other morphological characters having diagnostic value. It is probable that the range in size and form of hooks observed in material from Palmer and Signy represents nonsignificant morphological variation. The largest rostellar hooks were seen in specimens from South Georgia (Table I; Fig. 10 ). Although the range in length of hooks overlaps when specimens from Palmer and South Georgia are compared, the mean length was substantially greater in the latter locality. This difference could be an indication of some degree of isolation between populations of R. australis from South Georgia and those on islands adjacent to the Antarctic Peninsula.
Testes: The range in number of testes in specimens from Palmer was greater than formerly recognized for R. australis (Table I) . This broad range is recognized as variation, as the number of testes per proglottid in a specific strobila was highly variable. Specimens with the greatest number of testes were found at South Georgia.
Other organs: The dimensions of the cirrus sac, vitelline gland, and seminal receptacle were substantially greater in specimens from Palmer as compared with those from either Signy or South Georgia. However, there was considerable overlap in the values for these measurements (Table  I) . Although numerical values for length of rostellar hooks, number of testes, and dimensions of some organs in some situations, represent statistically discrete ranges associated with specimens from a particular geographic locality, absolute differences could not be defined. Additional material will be required to evaluate fully any possible relationships. 
